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town. The commanders and officers of the fleet had always evinced themselves favourers of this project upon Barcelona A new undertaking so late in the year, as I have saidbefoie, was their uttei aveision, and what they hated to heai of Elated, thei efore, with a beginning so auspicious, they ga\ e a moie willing assistance than could have been asked, or judiciously expected The admnals foigot their element, and acted as geneial officers at land they came eveiy day fiom then ships, with a body of men formed into companies, and icgulaily maishalled, and commanded by captains and lieutenants of then own Captain Littleton, in particular, one of the most advanced captains in the whole fleet, offered, of himself, to take cai e of the landing and conve} ance of the artillei y to the camp And answerable to tliat, his first zeal, was his vigoui all along, foi, finding it next to an impossibility to draw the cannon and moitais up such vast precipices by hoises, if the country had affoided them, he caused hainesses to be made foi two hundred men, and, by that means, aftei a prodigious fatigue and laboui, biought the cannon and mortars, necessaiy foi the siege, up to the very batteiies
In this manner was the siege begun, nor was it earned on with any less application, the approaches being made by an aimy of besiegcis, that veiy little, if at all, exceeded the riuinbei of the besieged, not altogethei in a regular manner, om few foices would not admit it, but yet with icgulanty enough to secuie our two little camps, and preseive a communication between both not to be internrpted or m-c onimoded by the enemy We had soon eiccted thice several battens against the place, all on the west side of the town, vi/, oru* of nine guns, another of twelve, and the last of up wauls of tlinty Fiom all which we plied the town incessantly and with all imaginable fuiy, and very often in whole volleys
Nevcitheless, it was thought not only advisable, but necessaiy, to eiect another battery upon a lower piece of ground, under a small hill, which, lying moie within reach, and opposite to those places wheie the walls were imagined weakest, would annoy the town the moie, and being designed foi six guns only, might soon bo perfected AFiench engineer had the dnection, and, indeed, very quickly perfected it. liut, when it came to be con&idei ed which way tc